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	One of the most important documents in Islamic history was the Constitution of Medina. It is also believed to be one of the world's first constitutions and established the first of many Islamic states. Although the original document was never found and the precise date is unknown, the document is believed to be compiled over time. Many researchers believe the Medina Constitution was drafted after Muslims were forced out of Mecca and migrated to Yathrib later known as Medina. The Constitution of Medina was constructed to resolve the many years of tribal wars between the inhabitants of  Yathrib. The document significant because it was constructed by the prophet Muhammad, a dominant and well respected figure in the Islamic world and neutral mediator. The document created an honor code or alliance between tribes that brought peace, structure, outlined the rights and obligations of each tribe and how they were to coexist.
	The Constitution breaks down how the Jewish and Pagan tribes were to be treated through articles 24-47, and their obligations to the alliance (Khan). In article 15 the article states, “Those Jews who follow the Believers will be helped and will be treated with equality,” (Khilafah al Alam al Isami). This statement is also defined later in the constitution by the individuals actions, loyalty and freedom from sin. If they obey these laws they will receive the same standing of other tribes. This equality is described as full social, legal, and economic status as those of the Muslims, and are treated as equals in society. Another key element to the document was that it granted protection for Jews. Jews were not to be harmed for being a Jews (Khilafah al Alam al Isami). This gives the Jews and Pagans freedom to practice their religion without fear of prosecution or being killed because of their practices. This right in the constitution also follows the teaching of the Qur’an to tolerate that each individual’s path is their own. There are also exemptions to this rule as stated in article 29 (Khilafah al Alam al Isami):

The Jews of Hani Awf will be treated as one community with the Believers. The Jews have their Religion. This will also apply to their freedmen. The exception will be those who act unjustly and sinfully. By so doing they wrong themselves and their families. (Khilafah al Alam al Isami)

The Constitution also lends aid to Jews, and those in alliances with the Jews, by not helping those who are enemies of the Believers. The pact asks that the Jews pay for costs of war which they participate and are not obligated to join in Muslim holy wars. They are also asked to pay for wars in which they do not participate because of their own religious practices but fall under the guidelines of the pact. The document also states that if one tribe goes to war that all tribes must participate, as well as, if called upon to make peace they are required to make peace.
	In comparison to the Jews, Muslims are represented under the Constitution of Medina as being held to a higher standard and in some cases awarded more freedoms. The Constitution outlines the relationship between Muslims and their relationships between other tribes in articles 1-23. (Khan) They are required to admit to life that they have taken and their prisoners of war. They are also required to pay blood money on the behalf of the lives they have taken. The pact also asks believers to oppose rebellions that harm other believers and followers of the pact. New immigrants to the region who work with those that settled before them are to be treated as equals as well. Muslims are also not allowed to betray or grant protection to those that harm fellow Muslims or kill another Muslim for a non-Muslim. Only Muslims are allowed to take the spoils of war, all others must turn them into the government. Another aspect in the Constitution is that if one tribe calls for peace all must obey, unless you are Muslim, because they fight in the name of Allah. This also protects Muslims from the other tribes aiding enemies by calling for peace under the pact law. Despite some slight differences Muslims are treated the same and rewarded the same liberties and rights of other tribes.
	The Constitution of Medina is a form of social contract because it required the cooperation of all tribes in the area. The Constitution would not have been as successful without this cooperation, and without the respect that Muslims had for their prophet Muhammad. The document outlines how each tribe should be treated and sets up some judicial, economic and religious regulations. This new form of government enforced consequences for harming those within the pact and made individuals accountable for their actions. This social contract was successful because it outlined equality for all tribes in the region and showed compassion for all religions and tribes. This document also lays out guidelines for the treatment of women and the weakest of the followers. The Constitution keeps the tribes communicating within their society and creates a governing system under Muhammad and tribal leaders. Although the document may slightly favor Islamic peoples due to the fact it is created under their teachings and under the guidance of Allah and the Qur’an, it was fair and was a good model for unifying the tribes of Medina. The document would not be as significant if the tribes were not represented equally and would not work if the tribes did not obey it. The Constitution of Medina also allowed a sense of unity within the region because if one tribe went to war they all did, so the well being of the region was determined by all tribes.
	Because the Constitution successfully mended the relations between the tribes of Medina, it can be viewed as a model for other Islamic states. Without the full cooperation of all the tribes and if the document was unjust in anyway it would not have been as successful. Due to this success it has shown that many of the founding principles could be used in other situations and would be received just as well by other societies. The prophet Muhammad being viewed as a great religious and now compassionate political leader for extending equal rights to all tribes, religions, and new immigrants, by means of social, legal, and economic standing, as well as protection from enemies, outsiders, and protection from themselves, the document was looked on more favorably by all tribes. The Constitution does follow some of the teaching of the Qur’an, which is considered Muslim law; this allows the Constitution of Medina to be used in many situations between Muslims and Jews beyond Medina and helped to create other Muslim states.


[bookmark: _GoBack]

Works Cited
B. M. Vellas, John S. Romanides. "ISLAMIC UNIVERSALISM and." n.d. <http://www.romanity.org/htm/rom.14.en.islamic_universalism_and_the_constitution_of_medin.htm>.
Khan, Ali. June 2006. Commentary on the Constitution of Medina. November 2011. <http://works.bepress.com>.
"Khilafah al Alam al Isami." n.d. Full Text of the Madina Charter. <http://www.constitution.org/cons/medina/macharter.htm>.
"Wikipedia, The Free Encyclpedia." August 2011. Contitution of Medina. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Medina>.


